
Socio- and environmentalSocio- and environmental
impacts of Soy monocultureimpacts of Soy monoculture

in Paraguayin Paraguay

Javiera Rulli
Grupo de Reflexion Rural

www.grr.org.ar



ParaguayParaguay
 Farmers vs. Farmers Farmers vs. Farmers

•• 2 million ha2 million ha
•• 80% RR soy80% RR soy
•• Soy expands 250.000 ha every year (moreSoy expands 250.000 ha every year (more

than 8.5%)than 8.5%)
•• Soy covers 22 % of the agriculture surfaceSoy covers 22 % of the agriculture surface
•• 81% of agriculture NBP81% of agriculture NBP
•• 4th  worlds exporter4th  worlds exporter





Evolución del área de cultivo de la soja

133.582137.657Menores de 50 has.

1.149.273414.798Medianos y grandes
productores

20021991

19.16521.846
Pequeños y medianos
(-50 has)

8.6714.871
Fincas medianas y grandes

20021991

Evolución de la propiedad de las fincas (Región Oriental)



Does soy improve the life of the people
?





Muertes por intoxicaciones con plaguicidas por 
departamentos en el Paraguay desde 1999 al 2003
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Consequences
ECOLOGICAL
• Deforestation
• Soil contamination
• Soil erosion
• Destruction of the water basin
• Loss of biodiversity and agro
 biodiversity

SOCIO-ECONOMICAL
• Expulsion of peasants
• Violence and corruption
• Increase of inequity
• Increase of poverty
• Concentration of landownership
• Poisoning of people
• Malnutrition
• Criminalization of peasants
movement
• Loss of sovereignity, food,
economical and territorial



Frente Nacional de Lucha por la
Vida y la Soberania

• National Strike 2004
• 60 land occupations
• Demonstrations all over the country
• Pres. Nicanor meets up with FFAA y ARP
• 18 new military bases, military guards the

soy harvest
• 3000 charges -2000 arrested people



















The violence continues

• Guardias urbanas
•  10 murders in the last

half year
• Kidnappings and

selective murders
• Benito Gavilan
• Serapio Villasboa





New threats for our population

• Biodiesel
• Cleand Development Mechanisms
• Carbon Sinks

Mean more agribussiness and
threaten our food sovereignity even

more.



Hidrovia -
IIRSA

• > 250 infrastructure works
along 3.360 km

• IADB and UNDP
• Will be used for:

60-79% soy
8-16% minerals

• Increased transport
efficiency

• Increase deforestation up
to 30.000 ha/year



Increased future demands on
vegetable oil

• Expansion of the agriculture border
• Increased demand for fodder and biodiesel
• Increase of 60 % of soy demand for fodder.
• Big NGOs promote good principles and Corporate

Social Responsibility:
-WWF Round Table on Responible Soy
-Cargill and TNC certification of soy form the

Amazon.
http://www.cargill.com/news/issues/issues_tncfactsheet.pdf
www.responsiblesoy.org



Biodiesel – new market arising

• The demand of biodiesel will domiante
the demand for food production

• 25% increase of the total demand.
• Principally will favour canola.
• Argentina has the economical

advantage of infrastucture and cheaper
processing costs.



Rabobanks estimation
• Demand for vegetal

oil can grow between
9 – 12 M ton
between 2005 and
2010

• – 5.0-6.0 M tons
(27.5%) in EU-15

• – 2.0-3.0 M tons
(17%) in EE.UU.

• – 1.5-2.0 M tons
(32%) in Brazil  and
Argentina

• – 1.0-2.0 (4%) in
Asia

Source:www.ciara.com.ar/espanol/Reca.pdf



Corporations are investing in
biodiesel

• Repsol:  US$ 30MM in a biorefinary.
• Vicentin- Green Fuel: 200.000 ton/year.
• Oilfox: 12.000 ton/ year to Germany.
• Argentinean government has pass a

biodiesel law.
• Soy sector is pushing for free import of soy.



Green washing strategies

• WWF promotes responsible soy
• Biodiesel: Repsol, Green Fuel
• Certification of Biodiesel
• Carbon sinks
• Clean Development Mechanism


