MEDIA ADVISORY

11% decline in cultivation of GM crops in Europe in 2009
Amsterdam/Brussels, 19 February 2010 – Next week, the International Service for the
Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA), a biotech industry-funded body, will publish its
annual report including figures on the acreage of land planted with GM crops. Greenpeace
denounces the ISAAA for promoting GM crops as a solution to world poverty and world hunger.
GM crops are in fact failing both in the fields and on the market, posing a serious threat to the
environment and the livelihoods of farmers.
Official figures from the European Union show that in 2009, European farmers planted 11%
fewer GM crops compared to the previous year. i At the same time Germany and Luxembourg
adopted safeguard clauses to prohibit the planting of GM maize on their territories. They joined
Austria, France, Greece and Hungary who had all already banned GM maize.
The main reasons for this overall drop – which is higher in Romania, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, with a range of -22% to -55% – are higher GM seed prices, low appeal of GM (leaving
GM farmers with no market to sell to), and segregation measures that need to be met in order to
prevent contamination of the food supply and other crops.
“Despite the propaganda of the biotech industry, GM crops are a failed experiment. They are
failing in the field and failing on the market,” said Marco Contiero, Greenpeace EU agriculture
policy adviser.
“Governments should look to the recommendations of the most comprehensive assessment of
global agriculture ever made, the UN-sponsored IAASTD, and start promoting small-scale
sustainable agriculture capable of providing food for all without exhausting the natural resources
on which we all depend,” concluded Contiero.
Greenpeace briefings and analysis:
Greenpeace report: Counting the Cost of Genetic Engineering
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/press/reports/counting-the-costs-of-genetic
Other Resources:
USDA GAIN REPORT: EU 27 Agricultural Biotechnology Annual July 2009
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/AGRICULTURAL%20BIOTECHNOLOGY%20ANNUAL_Br
ussels%20USEU_EU-27_7-17-2009.pdf
Non-Gmo Soy acreage increase in 2009 in USA
http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/july09/non-gmo_soybean_acreage_increased.php
Contacts:
Marco Contiero – Greenpeace EU agriculture policy advisor:
+ 32 (0)2 274 1906, +32 (0)477 777034 (mobile), marco.contiero@greenpeace.org
Natalia Truchi – Greenpeace International communications:
+ 31 (0)6 2494 0977 (mobile), natalia.truchi@greenpeace.org

Notes for editors:
i
Monsanto’s Mon810 maize is the only GM crop currently grown in Europe in a total of six countries (listed in the table
below). The 2008-2009 comparison in the table is based on EU government figures.
Country
Czech Republic (1)
Romania (2)
Slovakia (3)
Portugal (4)
Spain (5)
Poland (6)
Germany (7)
Total

2008 (ha)
8,380
6,130
1,930.87
4,856.2
79,269
3,000
3,171
106,737

2009 (ha)
6,480
3,243.52
875
5,093.7
76,057
3, 000
94,749

%
22.7% decline
47% decline
55% decline
4,9% increase
4% decline
100% decline
11% decline (assuming no change in Poland)

Table References:
(1) www.cizp.cz/2022_MZe-Plocha-poli-s-GM-kukurici-letos-poprve-od-roku-2005-klesla
(2) According to the National Agency for the Protection of the Environment: www.anpm.ro/content.aspx?id=11.
(3) Official PR by the Ministry of Agriculture:
www.land.gov.sk/sk/index.php?navID=2&navID2=2&sID=26&sID2=27&id=1566
(4) www.dgadr.pt
(5) www.mapa.es/agricultura/pags/semillas/estadisticas/serie_maizgm98_06.pdf
(6) There are no official government figures in Poland. According to an article in daily Rzeczpospolita (20.01.2010)
quoting the estimates of the Polish Association of Maize Producers (Polski Zwiazek Producentow Kukurydzy) in 2009,
the total acreage of MON810 was 3000 ha: www.rp.pl/artykul/422200.html
(7)http://apps2.bvl.bund.de/stareg_web/bundeslandStatistic.do?page=/bundeslandStatistic.do&language=de&year=20
08
Greenpeace uses non-violent, creative confrontation to expose global environmental problems and to drive solutions
for a green and peaceful future. Greenpeace is independently funded and does not accept donations from
governments, the EU, corporations or political parties.

